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WHO IS GAME TO MAKE PREDICTIONS? 

After a gruelling week of continuous competitive play where the body is pushed to doing things that 
a player might otherwise avoid, is there any guarantee that aging bodies will hold up for another 
testing week? That injury the player had ten years ago, will it become inflamed and cause problems? 

President Reg suggested that I might give some indication of who were our best prospects to do well 
this week. I winze at expressing my thoughts as there are so many variables that will interact this 
week to determine the winners, so I feel I will be on a slippery slope and even be accused of ‘putting 
the mozz on’ someone, particularly our better players. 

Apart from aging bodies, there are two other variables that will come into play. There are the 
vagaries of the draw and where the player is placed and there is the unknown talent who sneaked in 
without anyone knowing too much about them. Let me give two examples to illustrate my points. 

In the women’s 50+ singles, Carolyn Nichols is rightfully the top seed on the tournaments she has 
played this year and has amassed the top points in this age group. However, there are three of her 
country women in the draw who have a great show of winning this event. I would tip the number 2 
seed, Diane Barker, of perhaps being the winner. However, Diane has to meet Susan Wright possibly 
in the semi-final and that will be a great match. Meanwhile in the top half of the draw, Carolyn has 
to meet Tina Karwasky who could be the giant slayer. 

My second example is betting on ‘a sure thing’. No such thing says I. Take the Men’s 45 singles 
where the number two seed is (was) Jeff Tarango ( a former circuit player)and a sure bet to be in the 
finals. Wrong, again. Jeff was bundled out in the first round by unheralded Juan-Pablo Etchecoin 
(Brazil) who won 6-0, 4-6, 6-4. Now, Jeff may have been sore and tired from playing the team’s event 
last week or he may have lost to a very talented player. Who knows? 

Such are the problems of making predictions! 

However, hoping not ‘to put the mozz on’ any player and, taking cognizance of my foregoing 
comments, I do believe there are some Australian players who do have a chance of progressing 
through their draws. The stand out is Glenn Busby (55+ singles) providing that his well toned body 
can stand up to the hammering it has taken over the years. In the 55+ Doubles, Glenn is teaming 
with Paul ‘Blue’ Smith (NZ) who coaches in the USA. In the 50+ Mixed Doubles, Brenda Foster is 
teaming with Chris Hearn (Great Britain) and I expect them to do well. Also, in the same event, 
Simon Arms and Leanne Swaysland could be very good opponents. In the Women’s 50+ Doubles, 
providing that players are reasonably fit, I expect Rosalyn Balodis and Leanne Swaysland to do well. 
In the 50+ Men’s Singles, Simon Arms is the pick of the Australians but will have to deal with Mikael 
Pernfors (Sweden) a former top-ten circuit player who now resides in the USA. The good thing for 
Simon is that they are in separate halves of the draw. Also, I expect Brett Patten (WA, 40+Singles) 
and Gary Nadebaum (45+ Singles) to progress in their respective draws if they remain free from 
injury. 



With matches well under way since last Sunday, already in the large men’s draws and the mixed 
doubles, two rounds have been played. Here are the progress results of players who got through to 
the second round by way of wins or byes. Most winners progress to round three; some to round 2 
(women). 

Men’s 35+ singles: Ashley Fisher lost 4 and 1; Andrew Tavella won 3 and 0. 

Men’s 40+ Singles: Martin Richards lost 6-1, 5-7, 2-6; Brett Paten won 0 and 0; Matt Olsen won 1 
and 3; Rhys McDougall won 6-1, 7-6(6); Morgan Young won 2 and 3. 

Men’s 45+ Single: Gary Nadebaum won 7-5, 3-6, 6-4; Guido Schoultenen lost 1 and 5; Igor Jovanovic 
won 3-6, 7-6(5) retired. 

Men’s 50+ Singles: Simon Arms won 0 and 0; Manual Radic lost 5-7, 7-6(1), 3-6. 

Men’s 55+ Singles: Glenn Busby won 0 and 0; Mike Ford won 2 and 1; Ron Evans won 6-4, 4-6, 6-3. 

Women’s 35+ Singles: Karen Kleverlaan won 1 and 1; Nicole Smith lost 1 and 0. 

Women’s 40+ Singles: Karen Maddison lost 0 and 0. 

Women’s 45+ Singles: Fiona Medina lost (walkover); Julie Dybendahl (bye). 

Women’s 50+ Singles: Brenda Foster (bye); Diane Cassel won 6-4, 1-6, 0-2 ret.; Wanda Howes lost 0 
and 0; Sara Goddard won 6-3, 2-6, 5-1 retired; Leanne Swaysland won 1 and 3; Wendy Armstrong 
won 4 and 0. 

Women’s 55+ Singles: Helen Shea won 2 and 1; Leanne Scott lost 4 and 0; Julie Fidler won 1 and 2; 
Fiona Walker lost 2-6, 6-3, 4-6; Rosemary Davis lost 0 and 2; Wendy Harrison won 0 and 1. 

35+ Mixed Doubles: Martin Richards and Yulia Bolotova (USA) won 2 and 3; Rhys McDougall and 
Nicole Smith won 5 and 2; Karen Kleverlaan and Andrew Tavella won 2 and 3. 

40+ Mixed Doubles: Melinda Mead and Brett Patten won 4 and 2. 

45+ Mixed Doubles: Gary Nadebaum and Julie Golightly lost (walkover); Julie Dybendahl and Guido 
Schoultenen lost 4 and 2. 

50+ Mixed Doubles: Julie Fidler and Dean Packard (USA) won (walkover); Helen Shea and Martin 
Warwick won (walkover); Brenda Foster and Chris Hearn won 2 and 3 defeating Helen Shea and 
Manual Radic; Diane Cassel and John Colley lost 3 and 3; Leanne Swaysland and Simon Arms won 6-
4, 4-6, 11-9 super tiebreaker.  

55 Mixed Doubles: Colin Holgate and Ros Balodis won 6-4, 5-7, 16-14 super tiebreaker; Leanne Scott 
and Paul Smith lost 4 and 2; Wendy Harrison and Thomas Werner (Germany) won 2 and 0.  

Note: In the Mixed Doubles competition, if teams are a set each, a 10 point super tiebreaker is 
used to obtain a winner. 

(My apologies to players if I have missed any results; there are a lot of matches to check.) 
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