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The new clay courts at Lyneham received the thumbs up from players

There was great competition in the men’s singles with four players winning their matches in straight 

sets and three players winning in 3 set battles. (See results below)
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There was great competition in the men’s singles with four players winning their matches in straight 



A number of relatively new players figured in some finals. One of the players rarely sighted at 

tournaments is Craig Withell, a winner of the Men’s 60+ Singles, who is an ex Canberra player who 

moved to Sydney in the late eighties. It was 

an interesting final as Craig and Rick Genge 

are brothers-in-law. Rick's mother (Craig's 

mother-in-law) and wives and other family 

members attended to watch the final. Rick 

did well to get to the final as he has an eye 

problem which is proving difficult to rectify. 

Craig won a tough match against Colin 

Holgate in the semi-final as Colin served for 

the match at 5-4 in the second set. Craig 

has played for Canberra in a couple of the 

Teams Carnivals but doesn't have the time 

to play a lot of tournaments at present.  

 

Andrew Rae also had a tough workout on 

his hip replacement as he was involved in a number of long matches over the tournament. He played 

the Men’s 50+ Singles and had long matches against Greg Westwood (over 3 hrs) Michael Vickery 

(over 2 hours) Malcolm Pearson (almost 4 hours) and  even a mixed doubles over 3 hours. Andrew 

did well against the younger players. It was good seeing Greg Westwood back as he has been out of 

competition for two years with injury problems. Unfortunately, he drew Andrew in the first round.  

 

Isabel le Gemmel and Felix Mangunpratomo, two international players played the tournament. Felix 

is from Indonesia and played last year. He is a good player and defeated Neville Rodwell in the first 

round and did well against Max Bates for a set. Hopefully, Felix will be back next year as he enjoys 

being here and has a daughter (who accompanied him last year) at university in Melbourne. This 

year he was accompanied by his wife, daughter and son.  

A former senior administrator with the ITF Seniors Department and responsible for the organization 

of many world team and individual championships, Isabelle Gemmel now works with Tennis 

Australia. Isabelle loves her tennis but this is the first tournament she has played in Australia since 

working with TA. Isabelle won the women’s 40+ Singles and the 35+ Mixed Doubles with Andrew 

Rae.  Eight years ago, Isabelle had an ITF ranking of number 1 in the 35+ age group. Welcome 

Isabelle and we hope to see you playing more tournaments in Australia. 

 

All of the women’s events were round robin draws. Recently, there was comment made on 

‘Facebook’ indicating that all events should be combined to make a draw of at least eight in Seniors 

tournaments. “In submitting an entry, a tournament automatically undertakes to abide by and fulfil 

all its obligations under the Rules and Regulations” of the ITF Seniors Circuit.  The major reason for 

this is to keep continuity in the conduct of the Seniors Circuit throughout the world so that the Rules 

and Regulations used are the same in Germany, Austria, Australia, the Czech Republic and so on. 

(Note that all tournaments conducted in the USA are closed tournaments and many of the ITF Rules 

and Regulations do not apply.) 

Another major reason for the playing of round robins is that there can be great variability in age if 

two or more age groups are combined. In addition, players are able to obtain ITF points for wins and 

so are not penalized for too few players entering the tournaments. The round robins mainly occur in 

the women’s events where there always seems to be a lack of entries.   

Craig Withnell and Rick Genge  - M60 finalists - family and 

friends 



In the women’s singles 65+, Helen Worland continues her very good form with a close three set win 

over Adrienne Avis. Narelle Raftery did well winning the singles, doubles and mixed. Narelle had just 

completed her chemo treatment the week before the tournament. 

In the women’s singles 60+, the count back rule of the ITF was used to determine the winner as 

three players tied with equal points. One point is awarded for each win. A hierarchy of rules is used 

to determine separation. The first rule is that where three players are tied on points, the percentage 

of sets won divided by the sets played for each player determines the winner. In this event, Sara 

Goddard, Rosemary Davis and May Howard each had equal points, all three having won the same 

number of matches. Sara played a total seven sets and won five and had a percentage of 71.43; 

Rosemary won 4 sets of six played and had a percentage of 66.67; and May won 4 sets of 7 played, 

giving her a percentage of 57.14. If two players had the same percentage, then head to head results 

would determine the winner. Where only two players are tied initially, head to head results are used 

to determine the winner. 

(The same rule was used to determine the winner in the 70 women’s doubles at the Australian 

Championships in Canberra when three pairs of players were tied on matches won.) 

MEN’S SINGLES FINALISTS 

35+: Justin Woodward (NSW) defeated Ben Hanson (NSW) 6-7(5), 6-4, 6-4 

 45+: Mark Hodgson (QLD) defeated Andrew Kew (NSW) 3-6, 7-5, 6-1 

 50+: Andrew Rae (VIC) defeated Malcolm Pearson (VIC) 5-7, 6-2, 7-6(1) 

55+: Roger Spraggon (NSW) defeated Ron Evans (VIC) 6-2, 6-1   

60+: Craig Withell (NSW) defeated Rick Genge (ACT) 6-1, 6-1  

65+: Max Bates (QLD) defeated John Stark (ACT) 6-3, 6-2 

70+: Ian Davis (NSW) defeated Phil Higgs (ACT) 6-3, 6-4 

WOMEN’S SINGLES FINALIST 

40+: Isabelle Gemmel (GER) defeated Di Cassel (NSW) 6-4, 6-2 (round robin match) 

50+: Narelle Raftery (ACT) defeated Wanda Howes (VIC) 6-0, 6-1 (round robin match) 

60+: Sara Goddard (NSW) won the round robin on percentage of sets won against May Howard 

(ACT) and Rosemary Davis (VIC) 

65+: Helen Worland (NSW) defeated Adrienne Avis (NSW) 6-4, 5-7, 6-4 (round robin match)  

OTHER WINNERS 

MEN’S DOUBLES 

35+: Ben Hansen (NSW) / Justin Woodward (NSW) 

50+: Michael Vickery (QLD) / Greg Westwood (NSW) 

55+: Michael Dunn (NSW) / Ron Evans (VIC)  

60+: Colin Holgate (ACT) / Andrew Rae (VIC) 



70+: Michael Bruton (NSW) / Ian Davis (NSW) 

WOMEN’S DOUBLES 

40+: Narelle Raftery (ACT) /Yvonne Stanton (NSW) 

60+: Adrienne Avis (NSW) / Helen Worland (NSW) 

MIXED DOUBLES 

35+: Isabelle Gemmel (GER) / Andrew Rae (VIC) 

50+: Narelle Raftery (ACT) / Martin Warwick (VIC) 

55+: Sara Goddard (NSW) / Colin Holgate (ACT) 

60+: Adrienne Avis (NSW) / Graeme Sticka (NSW) 

 

Tom Hancy 

(With the input of Pat Moloney) 

 

 

Justin Woodward and Ben Hanson - M35 final 

         

 

 

 

 


